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Welcome to your Second Year in the Spring Mills High STEAM Academy! 
 
We are so happy that you’ve decided to continue on this journey with us.  This Academy is designed to prepare 
you for education and careers in STEAM related fields.  This year we are going to extend and expand on the 
curriculum and knowledge you gained during year one, and continue to provide you with the skills necessary 
for you to thrive in your core subjects through a rigorous, hands-on, problem-based design.   
 
Last summer, you were asked to identify a problem that exists in our community, region, or state that currently 
does not have a clear solution.  And not only did you identify a problem, you created a solution.  Your garden is 
an example of how rich learning opportunities, creativity and collaboration can lead to activism.   You are 
activists.  Did you know that?   
  
This summer we want you to explore how other activists in Appalachia are working just like you—like us—to 
make our region and world a better place.  There are folks all over the region tackling environmental issues, 
poverty, drug addiction, racial issues, hunger… Your job is to find out who these other world changers are, and 
learn about them. 
 
Your task:  
 
Identify a clear example of another organization—a school, a community group, an independent organization—
who has, like you, identified a problem in the Appalachian Region and who has, like you, created a solution.  
 
Essential Questions:  
 
What are other problems in our region? How are other groups working to solve them?  
 
Directions:  
 

1. Spend some time brainstorming, researching, talking with family and friends, seeking out, and IDENTIFYING 
activism and/or activists working to solve problems the Appalachian region faceswer 

2. kjhgfd.  
 

3. Create a 2-3 page document in which you complete the following items:  
 

a. The group or organization’s title or logo with a summary or mission statement regarding the group’s 
purpose and goal.  
 

b. Two images capturing or representing the problem the organization is addressing, and the 
solution created by the activist organization. 

 
c. A transcript of summary of a phone call or email interview that you conduct with a leader of this 

organization.  You may choose to tailor the questions to the specific mission of the group, but make sure 
you address the following question: 

 What drove you to try to find a solution to this problem? 

 What were some challenges you faced? 

 How did you overcome those challenges? 

 Do you have any advice for our STEAM academy and our mission? 
 

d. A 350-500 word reflection on the role activists play in Appalachia, and how researching these other world 

Assignment DUE Monday, August 21 
 

Stay connected! 
Be sure to follow & tweet ideas, reactions, 

ponderings, and questions to @SMHSSTEM! 
 

And check in for updates at:  
www.springmilsSTEM.weebly.com 

http://www.springmillsstem.weebly.com/
mailto:springmillsSTEM@gmail.com


changers will impact your approach to STEAM this year.   


